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observe how accurately the men knew and gauged their officers.
It often happened in the long hours of a watch that the deck
officer would consult with the quartermasters, always old and
experienced seamen, about the weather or matters touching the
qualities of the ship, etc. In one of these confidences James
Barney, an old and competent quartermaster, said that "the
men for'd had heard that the commodore (McKean) was ill and
had to be sent home.77 Almost immediately he volunteered
the suggestion that if he had anything to do about it, he
"would pick out Cap'n Davy Farragut" to take his place. He
added that if "Davy Farragut" came down there, "it wouldn't
be long till the fur was a-flying." Captain Farragut did come
down to relieve Commodore McKean, and Barney's predic-
tions were verified in a short time afterward, for Farragut
showed himself,, in all that followed, to be one of the greatest
and grandest of American captains.

The Potomac, on reaching the station, was assigned to the
blockade of Pensacola, and was present on the occasion of an
attack upon Colonel "Billy WilsonV regiment in camp out-
side Fort Pickens by a force of Confederates landed during the
night on Santa Rosa Island. A piece of artillery and a com-
pany of blue jackets from the Potomac were landed, under the
writer's command, to the eastward of the Confederates to cut
them off. This hastened the abandonment of the island by the
Confederates, who had been roughly handled by Fort Pickens
and Wilson's regiment combined.

When Flag Officer Farragut joined his command in the
Gulf, the Potomac had been attached to the blockade off Mobile.
Her position was in the main channel, about four miles from
Sand Island Lighthouse, where she lay at anchor for several
months. It was wondered often, as she lay helpless in calms,
why the Confederate steamers did not venture out for a shot
or two with their longer range artillery. It was a fact at that
time that the Potomac's battery consisted of long 32s and 8-inch
smooth-bore shell guns, with two 20-pound Parrott rifles. But
as this fact was not known to the Confederates, the Potomac lay
undisturbed or unchallenged, except by winds and waves, which
now and then gave the old ship many an uncomfortable night
during this long vigil.
lieutenant, Saml. Marcy.
